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Plan 1:

Narrator: A long, long time ago, back in the days when the continents had another shape and the stars were in different constellations...  There was life on the moon.  Back then, a visitor would have found it inhabited by intelligent little creatures, just like you and me!
Plan 2:

Narrator: Well...  almost like you and me.
Narrator: You don't believe me?  Well I don't really care, because I'm going to tell you the story anyway!
Plan 3:

Narrator: The tale that I'm about to tell you is that of the conquest of the Earth by the inhabitants of the moon: the Selenites.  On the moon there were two countries, the kingdom of Gasmoonia and the empire of Karmoonia.
Plan 4:

Narrator: In Gasmoonia lived a carefree people, who could be described as being more curious than practical.  The Gasmoonians were just as disorganised in their thinking as they were in their daily lives.  They were always trying to understand and explain everything.  In short, they liked to come up with theories even if their reasoning was sometimes a bit strange and their logic often unsound...
Narrator: Just like their Queen, Gasoline, who believed herself to be a great scientist...
Narrator: Ah!  And I forgot to tell you: on the moon you can't hear anything, because there's no air to carry the sound!  To communicate with one another, the Selenites read each other's lips, which move as they talk even though no sounds come out. I've asked a few friends who speak fluent Selenite to dub the characters in this film in English.

And for the sound effects… we've just done our best!
Plan 5:

Gasoline: (trying to sound official and important) I hereby state that objects always fall downwards and never upwards!...  It's scientific!
Plan 6:

Narrator: For its part, the Karmoonian empire was never known for its great sense of humour.
Narrator: A proud but unimaginative people, the Karmoonians were very attached to order and discipline, and were famous for their competitive spirit.
Narrator: Feared and respected by all of his subjects, Emperor Karfurious was obsessed by the idea of demonstrating the Karmoonians' superiority over the Gasmoonians.  An intense 

rivalry existed between the two peoples of the moon.
No surprise then, that Karfurious had a spy who constantly kept him informed of whatever the Gasmoonians were up to...
Plan 7:

Narrator: The Karmoonians and the Gasmoonians lived on the side of the moon that always faces the Earth: what we Earthlings call the visible side of the moon.  To them, the Earth appeared to be a stationary object above their heads.
Plan 9:

Narrator: Gasifier was the Royal Astronomer of Gasmoonia
Plan 10:

Narrator: He often tried to imagine what Earthlings might look like…if indeed they existed...
Narrator: ….Sometimes imagining a world peopled with exotic monsters...
Plan 11:

Narrator: As Gasifier saw it, there was only one way to find out if there was life on Earth: someone had to go there.
Narrator: One day, Queen Gasoline sent for Gasifier...
Plan 12:

Gasoline: Now listen Gasifier, I have scientifically established that any object which can fall, falls.  But the Earth isn't falling!
Gasifier: Er…. it's certainly true that the Earth is a remarkable celestial body.  What's more, I'm sure that it's inhabited!
Gasoline: Not your nonsense about Earthlings again!!!  I've already told you that no life exists other than on the moon!  If you've seen some in your telescope, then all I can say is that you're hallucinating!  (She suddenly stops, as if she's just had a bright idea).
Gasoline: (as if she's just unravelled a great mystery) Yes!  But of course that's it!  The Earth doesn't fall down from the sky onto the moon because it's only an illusion!  In reality, it doesn't exist!
Gasifier: Er….. Your Majesty is joking of course!
Gasoline: (still thinking about her idea) It must surely be that!  The Earth is just a mirage in space!
Gasifier: (looking at her with disbelief and disappointment) But Your Majesty!...  You don't...  (the expression on his face slowly changes) You surely can't be...  (and then clearly having another idea in mind) You have possibly just made the greatest scientific discovery of all time!
Gasoline: (astonished and now very interested) Of all time??
Gasifier: Of all time!  And it's natural that it took a scientific genius such as Your Majesty to work out that the Earth is only a mirage in space! 

Gasoline: "Genius"???  Did you just say "genius"???
Gasifier: Of course...  it's possible that Mother Nature herself has not been as smart as Your Majesty ….and that the Earth isn't an illusion at all.
Gasoline: (annoyed)  That would be a nuisance indeed.
Gasifier: I've got an idea, why don't we send a Gasmoonian to Earth to check whether it's there or not!  If the Earth is only a mirage, his spacecraft will just find an empty space up there, and will go right through the Earth!  And Your Majesty will be able to proudly announce her great discovery to the Selenites!!!

On the other hand, if the Earth isn't an illusion, then we will have proved the superiority of Your Majesty's scientific genius over that of Mother Nature herself!  In both cases, what a great triumph that will be for Your Majesty!
Gasoline: (Thinking about it) Hmmmmm.. this spacecraft capable of taking a Gasmoonian to the Earth...  Do you know how to build it?
Gasifier: Just give me the order Your Majesty and I'll do it!
Plan 14:

Karfurious: (syrupy) Tell me, Karboxyl...  What was the mission I set you when I made you General Engineer in Chief of the Empire?
Karboxyl: Erm….  to ensure the triumph of Karmoonian technology my venerable Master
Karfurious: (suddenly shouting) So what are you waiting for...  Go and build a spacecraft to take the first Selenite to the Earth!
Karboxyl: To the Earth???
Karfurious: Yes.  Gasoline has already set Gasifier the same task.  But I swear that the first Selenite to walk on the Earth will be a Karmoonian!
Karboxyl: Yes Master!  Understood Master!
Karfurious: I'm counting on you, Karboxyl!  You'd better not fail me!!
Plan 15:

Narrator: And so began the greatest ever competition between Gasmoonia and Karmoonia: the race to Earth!
Plan 16:

Gasifier: Right.  Let's run over this again Gaspacho.  Firstly you're going to get into that craft over there (he points to the spacecraft).
Gasifier: (getting angry) You don't have any choice!  The Queen herself has appointed you for this mission!  You, Gaspacho, are going to be the first gasponaut ever sent to the Earth!
Gasifier: (calm once again) Once you're in the spacecraft, we'll place it in the instantaneous acceleration booster
Gaspacho: The what???
Gasifier: The cannon if you prefer!!  (he calms down).  Your spacecraft's going to be fired into space.  Just like a huge cannonball, it'll fly across the space separating us from the Earth.
Gasifier: And if you don't agree I'll put you straight in the cannon without the spacecraft!
Plan 23:

Narrator: Meanwhile, while Gaspacho is still discovering the joys of weightlessness...
Plan 24:

Narrator: … Gasifier begins to get a better understanding of the moon's ability to attract anything possessing mass...
Gasifier: Holy Karmoonian!  The moon is attracting the spacecraft and pulling it into an orbit around it
Gasifier: Right, let's see... the trajectory is an ellipse!
Gasifier: But...  Good grief!!
Plan 28:

Gasoline:  Well, Gasifier ?  What's happened?
Gasifier: Errrm..… As the gravitational force field varied by a potential inversely proportional to the radius vector, the projectile finally connected with the ground with an ultra-negative acceleration gradient!
Gasoline:  What does that mean?
Gasifier: Gaspacho has crashed.
Plan 30:

Karboxyl: Hehehehe! Gasifier's cannon wasn't big enough!  Reaching the Earth will require a cannon much more powerful than his.  

Plan 31:

Karboxyl: I hope you've understood what's expected of you, Karpaccio!
Karpaccio: Yes Sir, General Engineer in Chief Sir! !
Plan 37:

Karboxyl: (annoyed) Oh no!  Now Karpaccio has also ended up around the moon!… How am I going to get him back? I need my karponaut!
Plan 41:

Karboxyl: (looks astonished after reading the message) Karpaccio says that he's on the way back!  What does he know?
Plan 43:

Gasifier: Gaspacho, you've been convalescing for long enough.  I can't stand layabouts!  Back to work for you!

Don't worry though, I've worked out that the cannon isn't the solution to our problem.

A projectile fired by a cannon can only end up by crashing on the moon!  Because it's a prisoner of a trajectory which always leads back to the starting point.  The other option would be to fire it with so much force that the acceleration at the start would kill the passenger instantly.  That's out of the question though, because I need you alive.
Plan 45:

Gasifier: We need to be able to steer the spacecraft at all times!
Gasifier: Oh no we don't!  The craft isn't moving through any substance, it’s not going through any fluid. So what would you do with a steering wheel or a rudder?  No, what you need is an engine capable of providing a boost in space!
Plan 46:

Karfurious: Of providing what??
Karboxyl: A boost !  Allow me to explain Master. Karpaccio, jump!
Karboxyl: That's a boost. It enabled Karpaccio to take off for a moment, but we know that he'll fall back down to the ground.  We even know where.  Unless we give him a second boost (impulse ?).
Karboxyl: To send a spacecraft to Earth, we need to give it at least two boosts.  A cannon though, only gives it a single boost, at the time of takeoff.  That's why Karpaccio's spacecraft can't be a cannonball!
Karfurious: So what's it going to be then?
Karboxyl: A spacecraft powered by jet propulsion!
Plan 47:

Gasoline: "Jet propulsion"???
Gasifier: Yes Your Majesty!  This is the only way to give Gaspacho the extra boost (required impulses ?) he needs to reach the Earth!

Gasifier: That's an example of "Jet propulsion": by throwing the anvil in front of him, Gaspacho propelled his vehicle in the opposite direction.  If he had thrown the anvil even harder, he would have been propelled at a higher speed!
Gasoline: Well he's not going to reach the Earth by falling down the stairs more quickly is he!
Gasifier: No Your Majesty
Plan 48:

Gasifier: Gaspacho will travel in this space vessel which I have named a "rocket".  This rocket will be equipped with engines that will use the jet propulsion principle.  I call these the "rocket engines".
Gasifier: When they're running, they project gas behind them at a high-speed.  In the same way that Gaspacho was projected backwards by throwing his anvil, a rocket moves forward by projecting gas out the back.
Gasifier: This propulsion method will also avoid the need for Gaspacho to suffer the unpleasant effects of his first takeoff, when the acceleration was instantaneous.
Gasifier: This time, the main engine on his rocket will supply far less acceleration, but this will be a continuous acceleration.

Gasifier: This will provide an acceleration which is more bearable, but which will last the time needed for the rocket to reach the circular velocity

Gasifier: If this speed isn't reached, the rocket will fall back to the ground.

Gasifier: The rocket engines will be used whenever we want to accelerate the rocket, such as when we want it to leave its orbit in order to escape the moon’s gravitational pull.

Gasifier: We will also be using the rocket engines whenever we want to change the direction in which the rocket is heading.
Gasifier: They can even be used for braking!
Plan 49:

Gasifier: And that, Your Majesty, is how Gaspacho is going to be the first Selenite to reach the Earth!
Plan 52:

Narrator: This at least was what Gasifier was hoping.  Unfortunately the Gasmoonian scientist had underestimated Karfurious' determination to see his nation as the winner of the race to Earth!
Plan 52:

Karboxyl: Everything is going well: Karpaccio is on his way to Earth.  His speed is falling right now, but that's because of the attraction from the moon, which won't last long. Gasifier was right about everything except one thing...  The rocket will be a Karmoonian one! Ha Ha Haaa!!!
Karboxyl: It's working!  The speed is increasing again!  My rocket's being attracted by the Earth now!  (narrows his eyebrows).  I'm even a bit surprised that this is happening so soon...  The density mass of the Earth must be enormous judging by the way it's pulling my rocket !  Its attraction mass seems to be far greater than that of the moon!  (looks worried).  I wonder if...
Karboxyl: (now very worried) That's what I was afraid of: the acceleration caused by the Earth's attraction is too great! Karpaccio is going much too fast!  His rocket engine won't be able to slow him down enough: he's going to crash on the Earth's surface!  (begins to show signs of panic) and Karfurious will throw me in prison!
Plan 57:

Narrator: But no. Karboxyl wasn't thrown into prison.  Because what the Selenites didn't know was that the Earth is surrounded by the atmosphere, that layer of air which acts as an almost impenetrable barrier to any object arriving too quickly from space.  By providing what we call atmospheric braking, this atmosphere prevented Karpaccio from crashing onto the Earth's surface.
Plan 58:

Narrator: Instead Karpaccio ended up in the Earth's orbit.
Which left Karboxyl plenty of time to return to his calculations.  He worked out that in order for Karpaccio to be able to get back to the moon, it was important to tell him exactly the right moment to turn on his engines again, and for how long to fire them.

Plan 59:

Narrator: When Karpaccio was just about to start up the rockets again land on the moon, he found that his vessel was out of fuel, robbing him of his triumphal return.  

Narrator: Poor Karpaccio even found himself blamed for the loss of equipment belonging to the state.

Plan 61:

Narrator: No-one is quite sure how, but news of the problems with the Karmoonian rocket eventually reached Gasifier….  

Plan 62:

Gasoline: (suddenly getting annoyed) Gasifier I don't understand!  This transparent fluid that surrounds the Earth, this "atmosphere" as you call it...  Is it an advantage for us, or an obstacle?

Gasifier: Both Your Majesty!  The Earth's atmosphere will provide us with a cushion to help avoid Gaspacho from crashing when he arrives. 

Gasifier: … But won't it burn him to death instead? Phrase affirmative !!!
Gasifier: The heat generated by the friction as the rocket passes through the atmosphere is so great that without protection it could completely burn him up. That's why I've invented this "heat shield" designed to protect the rocket as it enters the Earth's atmosphere.
Gasoline: What exactly does this "rocket" look like?

Plan 63:

Gasoline: (suspiciously scornfully).  That's a rocket???  That pointed thing?
Gasifier: Yes Your Majesty. During his return journey, this rocket will first need to pass through the Earth's atmosphere.  So we need to give it a shape enabling it to cut through the air easily: an "aerodynamic" shape.
Gasoline: But that thing looks so ugly!  It almost looks like a tower from Karfurious' palace!
Gasifier: That's because it has two stages Your Majesty!  Otherwise, our rocket would reach the Earth easily, but it wouldn't be able to take off again (leave it) !
Gasoline: (still sceptical).  So it's got two floors and no lift?
Gasifier: Your Majesty: trying to get a rocket to break free from the Earth's magnetism gravitational attraction is a little bit like climbing to the top of a hill, with a slope that starts off very steeply and then gradually levels out. The greatest effort is needed at the very beginning.
Plan 64:

Gasifier: Let's just imagine that we wanted to get a rocket to leave the Earth...
… Equipped with its payload

Gasifier: To do so, we first need a rocket engine capable of propelling all of this mass.

Gasifier: However, to get it to work, this engine needs fuel!

… Lots of fuel!

Gasifier: If it runs out of fuel, the rocket will fall back to the Earth!

Gasifier: In order for a single stage rocket to be able to break free of the Earth's magnetic gravitational attraction, it would need so much fuel that it will be too heavy to take off in the first place!
Gasifier: Our rocket will have two stages.
It will leave the Earth thanks to the thrust provided by the engines of the first stage,the most powerful ones.

Gasifier: When these engines have done their job and their fuel is completely used up, the rocket will have already reached a considerable portion of its minimum required speed.  It's at this point that it will separate from the first stage, which has now become nothing more than dead weight.
Gasifier: Compared to its weight mass at the time of takeoff, the rocket's weight mass will now have reduced because it no longer has to carry the fuel for the engines from that first stage, and it will also have lost the weight mass of the engines themselves.
Gasifier: This means that the second stage doesn't need powerful engines, which would consume too much fuel.

Plan 65:

Gasoline: (horrified) Aaaaaah!!!  A monster!!  Help, Gasifier!!  The Earthlings have landed!!

Gasifier: Don't be afraid Your Majesty!  It's only Gaspacho with his spacesuit! 

Gasoline: (annoyed elle est vexée, pas contrariée ! She feels hurt) I knew this all the time!  Anyway, Earthlings don't exist!
Gasifier: I designed this spacesuit to enable Gaspacho to operate safely on the Earth's surface.  Without it, Gaspacho would be crushed by the pressure of the Earth's atmosphere!

Plan 66:

Narrator: While all this was going on, Karfurious was starting to get impatient...

Karfurious: (angry) What do you mean "there's a problem"?

Karboxyl: (feeling very small) Well...  I've managed to work out why Gasifier has given his rocket a pointed shape, why he's equipped it with a "heat shield" and why he's designed this "spacesuit"...  I had no problems understanding all of that...  But...  the spy's report doesn't tell me why Gasifier's rocket has two stages!

Karfurious: (angry) And you call yourself a "scientist"!  You idiot!  It's so that he can boast that he's built the tallest rocket!  These pretentious Gasmoonians are obviously incapable of building their giant rocket in a single piece!  So they made it in two halves and then fastened it together as best they could!

Karfurious: I command you to build a rocket in even taller than Gasifier's, and what's more yours is going to be a single-piece rocket!

Karboxyl: Your wish is my command, Master

Plan 67:

Narrator: By coincidence, the rocket built by Gasmoonia's Royal Astronomer and that of Karmoonia's General Engineer in Chief both took off at the same time!

Narrator: During their respective flights to Earth, everything went just as planned.

Plan 68:

Narrator: Before Gaspacho, no Gasmoonian had ever viewed the moon from so far away.

Plan 69:

Narrator: For his part, Karpaccio was too busy to admire the view.

Plan 70:

Narrator: Faced with the problems of his country's technology, which was based more on espionage than on genuine scientific ability, Karpaccio had his hands full during the whole trip...
Plan 71:

Narrator: A critical moment arrived with the entry into the Earth's atmosphere.

Narrator: ….The heat shields did their job perfectly...

Narrator:... Or almost at least...

Plan 73:

Narrator: Then came that long-awaited moment when, for the first time ever, a spacecraft...  Sorry: two spacecraft from the moon landed on the Earth.
Plan 74:

Narrator: As he took his first steps on the surface of the Earth, Gaspacho uttered those now historic words:

Gaspacho: "One small step for a Selenite..." (
Gaspacho: ( "...  And a close encounter of the bruising kind for me!"

Narrator: Oh yes!  Don't forget that on Earth, you weigh six times more than on the moon!

Plan 76:

Narrator: Certain gossips tried to claim that Karboxyl had copied Gasifier's rocket down to the last detail, even including the flight configuration.  This was obviously not true or else both vessels would have landed on exactly the same spot.
Plan 77:

Narrator: What a strange sky the Earth has!  During the day it takes on an odd blue colour and is sometimes covered with weird rounded objects...

Narrator: Gaspacho and Karpaccio found it hard to accustom themselves to the length of an Earth day, which was roughly 30 times shorter than on the moon.

Plan 78:

Narrator: When night fell, the sky became black and the shining stars reappeared. 

Plan 79:

Narrator: Our two Selenites hardly had time to get bored though. Their respective monarchs had given them all kinds of tasks to be accomplished, not all of which were strictly scientific.

Narrator: Gaspacho and Karpaccio's meeting with the Earthling led them to seriously doubt that one day the Earth would be populated by intelligent animal life.  Unfortunately, this monstrous native also destroyed the first stage of Gaspacho's rocket, robbing him of his only means to return to the moon.

Plan 80:

Narrator: Karpaccio didn't want to leave behind the fellow space traveller who had now become his friend, and the two Selenites informed their masters back on the moon of the situation.

Plan 82:

Karfurious: (sneers) I was expecting a visit from you Gasoline!  (sneers again).  Don't worry!  There is enough room for two in my lovely rocket: my karponaut will bring your gasponaut back home for you.  But next time...  Ask your Royal Astronomer to build a sturdier rocket!  Space exploration shouldn't be undertaken by mere amateurs! (sneers yet again)

Gasoline: That's certainly true, so step aside and leave it to the professionals.

Gasifier: You may mock, Karfurious, but I've been told that your rocket only has a single stage.  It can never make it back to the moon.

Karfurious: What are you talking about?

Gasifier: Gaspacho and Karpaccio will be trapped on Earth forevermore...  Unless they both work together to build a two-stage rocket!  The first stage will be the one from Karboxyl's rocket and the second will be taken from my rocket.

Plan 83:

Narrator: Gasifier and Karboxyl worked together to design the rocket intended to bring the two travellers back from space.  When they'd finished, the instructions to assemble the new rocket were sent to Gaspacho and Karpaccio, who carried them out to the letter.

Plan 85:

Narrator: Karfurious had originally believed that the honour of the Karmoonian nation had been saved… After all, hadn't his country's scientific skills successfully enabled them to send a Karmoonian to the earth and back first? (Albeit a joint first…)

Narrator: When Karfurious learned that only the Gasmoonians' part of the rocket would be coming back to the moon, he was beside himself with rage...

Plan 88:

Narrator: The day of the heroes' homecoming finally arrived.

Plan 90:

Gasifier: Gaspacho ! Karpaccio !  We're so proud of you!

Karboxyl: This is a great day for all Selenites !
Gasoline: Thanks to you, we have just succeeded in an unprecedented scientific exploit!

Karfurious: And this is only beginning!  While you were on Earth, our two countries built this rocket, with which we intend to conquer the Earth!  In fact we were just preparing to christen this first ever KarpoGasmoonian rocket!

Karboxyl: To prepare our invasion of the Earth, we need your mission report.  You can write it in your cells… (corrects himself).  …Excuse me!  I meant to say in your rooms!

Gasifier: Yes, errrm.. you're going to be interned in the Karmoonia military hospital where Gasmoonian doctors will carry out medical experiments on you in the name of science.  We want to know how your bodies have stood up to the changes in gravity.

Karfurious: And what's more, the sooner you're locked up in the hospital the better! Who knows what germs you've brought back from Earth...  (sternly) Now hurry up!  Go and fetch your things!  And don't forget to hand back your space suits!

Karfurious: Right.  How about we christen this rocket? Gasoline, would you like to cut the ribbon?

Gasoline: Errrr… If I cut the ribbon… are you sure the rocket won't fall over?

Karfurious: (disheartened) Cut it !

Plan 92:

Gaspacho: Wait !
Plan 93:

Gaspacho: Karfurious' spy says that the flight deck for the new rocket has been sabotaged!

Gasifier: What?

Karboxyl: What did you say?

Karpaccio: Apparently everything has been destroyed inside!

Karfurious: That's not possible!!!

Gasoline: Let's go and take a look!

Gasifier: What are you talking about?  There's no damage at all!!!

Gasoline: Why have you locked us in?

Karfurious: Open this door right now!!

Plan 94:

Narrator: To begin with, Gasoline and her companions were furious about the little trick played on them.  But their anger gradually subsided, as shown in this conversation recorded during their 3784th orbit around the moon...

Gasoline: I used to be amazed that the Earth didn't fall down onto the moon.  Today, I wonder why the moon doesn't fall onto the Earth!

Karfurious: In the past, all I used to think of was the greatness of Karmoonia !...  And now the moon itself looks so small that I could hold it in my hand!

Gasifier: Oh, I feel so sick!  I'm going to throw up!

Karboxyl: When do we get home?

Plan 95:

Narrator: Now you're probably going to say that this story is completely unbelievable and that the Selenites never existed...

Plan 96:

Narrator: …All I know in any case is that there is very little difference between Gasifier's rocket and those that made it possible for man to embark on his conquest of space.
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